
Keep Kids Safe: Secure Your Firearm

Louisiana provides tax credit towards purchase of gun safe storage devices
HB 247 creates a state income tax credit for the purchase of secure storage devices that are used
to lock up firearms and keep them from being accessed by unauthorized users. The tax credit is
the lesser of the value of the storage devices or $500. Residents should insure they keep receipts
for safe storage purchases to take advantage of this tax credit. The state can only offer $500,000

total a year for the credit on a first-come, first-served basis.

Be SMART
Secure all guns in your homes
and vehicles;
Model responsible behavior
around guns;
Ask about unsecured guns in other
homes;
Recognize the role of guns in suicide;
Tell your peers to Be SMART.

Firearms are the leading cause of
death for children in the US.1

In the US, nearly 2,100 children under the age of 18
are killed with guns every year—an average of 6
children every day.2 Additionally, more than 700
children die by firearm suicide each year and more
than 100 are unintentionally shot and killed.3

Guns in the Home
We know that approximately 4.6 million children
in the US live in a household with at least one
loaded, unlocked gun.4 Nearly 85 percent of child
gun suicides and unintentional shooting deaths,
respectively, as well as more than 40 percent of
child gun homicides occur in or around a home.5

What’s more, we know that in incidents of gunfire
on school grounds, the majority of shooters under
the age of 18 obtained the gun(s) they used from
their home or the homes of relatives or friends.6

13 million households with children
contain at least one gun.7 One study
found that the majority of children
in gun-owning households knew
where the gun was stored.8

The Role of Guns in Suicide
Most people who attempt suicide do not
die—unless they use a gun.9 In fact, 90 percent of
suicide attempts with a gun result in death—a
much higher fatality rate than any other means of
self-harm.10 This contributes to the fact that 42
percent of child suicides involve a gun.11

A national survey of high school students showed
that 22 percent had seriously considered
attempting suicide in the last year.12One study
showed that 41 percent of adolescents in
gun-owning households report having “easy
access” to the guns in their home.13

Research shows that secure firearm
storage is associated with a
decreased risk of child firearm
suicide.14

The best kind of gun storage is the type (or types)
that you will use consistently and that will allow
you to secure all firearms in your home and
vehicles. Some most commonly used secure
storage practices include using a cable lock,
lockbox, or firearm safe. For an added layer of
safety, store all guns unloaded, and consider
storing ammunition separately.

Learn more at BeSMARTforKids.org/Louisiana
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